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1. Read these instructions.
2. Keep these instructions.
3. Heed all warnings.

4. Follow all instructions.

5. Clean the amplifier only with a dry, lint-free cloth. For
more thorough cleaning, unplug the amplifier from the
mains supply and go over it lightly with a damp, lint-free
cloth.

Do not use any type of chemical solvents or other cleaning
products for cleaning.

6. Do not install near any heat sources such as radiators,
heat registers, stoves, or other apparatus (including ampli-
fiers) that produce heat.

7. Protect the power cord from being walked on or pinched
particularly at plugs, convenience receptacles, and the
point where they exit from the apparatus.

— THE EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE SERVICED BY QUALIFIED SERVICE PERSONNEL

8. Unplug this apparatus during lightning storms or when
unused for long periods of time.

9. Do not defeat the safety purpose of the polarized or
grounding-type plug.

10. Only place apparatus horizontally and on a suitable
table or rack. If more components are stacked. Make sure
to place the hottest unit - usually the amplifier, at the top.

11. Refer all servicing to qualified service personnel.

12. Servicing is required when the apparatus has been
damaged in any way, such as when the power-supply cord
or plug is damaged, liquid has been spilled or objects have
fallen into the apparatus, the apparatus has been exposed
to rain or moisture, does not operate normally, or has been
dropped.

1. RVARNIINIER — Take care that objects do not fall and
liquids are not spilled into the enclosure through any
openings.

The equipment shall not be exposed to dripping or
splashing. Liquid-filled objects such as vases should not be
placed on the equipment.

2. The equipment has been designed for use in moderate
climates and in domestic situations.

3. Only connect the equipment to a power supply of the
type described in the operating instructions or as marked
on the equipment. The primary method of isolating the
equipment from the mains supply is to remove the mains
plug. The equipment must be installed in a manner that
makes disconnection possible.

4. If an abnormal smell or smoke is detected from the
equipment, turn the power off immediately and unplug the
equipment from the wall outlet. Contact your dealer and

C€ WARNING £

SHOCK HAZARD-DO NOT OPEN

(A RISK OEQ_LE’JT'S,(';"SHOCK N WARNING: To reduce the risk of fire or electric shock,
DO NOT OPEN = do not expose the amplifier to rain or moisture.

The lightning flash with an arrowhead symbol within an
equilateral triangle, is intended to alert the user to the
presence of uninsulated ‘dangerous voltage” within the

product’s enclosure that may be of sufficient magnitude
to constitute a risk of electric shock to persons.

CAUTION: To reduce the risk of electric shock, do
not remove cover (or back). No user serviceable parts
inside. Refer servicing to qualified service personnel.

do not reconnect the equipment.



http://audiogroupdenmark.com

CONGRATULATIONS

Thank you for choosing of the Axxess Forté and congratulations on accessing Audio Group Denmark’s unique and
exceptional audio universe.

Handcrafted in Denmark, Axxess captures the essence of Ansuz, Aavik and Barresen, reflecting a world of
high-end audio equipment, where technological excellence and the aesthetics of Danish design go hand in hand
with authentic musical performance.

We are convinced that you will find great emotional satisfaction in the unique musical experience that Axxess Forté
will give you and that you will get the sensation of getting closer to the music.
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ABOUT THE PRODUCT

UMAC™ AMPLIFIER
TECHNOLOGY -THEKEY TO
CONTROL

To achieve maximum performance and inspired by
Aavik’s development approach, the UMAC™ amplifier
technology is used in the Axxess Forté series. This
technology has been designed to ensure stability,
reliability, and precision in the amplifier.

UMAC technology produces far less high frequency
noise and requires less inductive filtering at the output.
These advantages give the Axxess Forté amplifier a
much better damping factor, and thus a significantly
higher level of speaker control.

LOW NOISE AND MAXIMUM
POWER SUPPLY

The composition of the music determines the alternat-
ing power demands on your amplifier. This places high
demands on the amplifier’s ability to deliver power with
both precision and speed, without any delays in power
supply. Such delays increase the noise levels and
create an unnatural musical sound.

Axxess Forté is designed with the Aavik-inspired “resonant
mode power supply” to increase the operating frequency
and allow higher peak power when the music requires it.
The noise floor of the power supply remains very low, and
is even further reduced by the ultra-low noise controls
that power the various parts of the circuit.

PRESERVING THE TRUE
SIGNATURE OF THE MUSIC

The challenge of a traditional multi-bit circuit in a DAC
section is to cope with increased noise contamina-
tion and signal delay, which distort the music with an
undesirable “digital signature.”

Axxess Forté features a 1-bit circuit, developed in-
house that preserves the “analog signature”. With fast
data processing and insensitivity to noise, the DAC
range of the Axxess Forté ensures clarity and precision
which enriches the music with serenity.

A TRADITION OF AUDIO
DEDICATION

Axxess Forté features a streamer module inspired by
the one used in the Aavik streamers. This module, de-
signed as a dedicated audio unit, is equipped with high
quality capacitors and does not use any microcomput-
ers. This makes signal processing extremely powerful
and radically reduces unwanted noise.

CLOSERTO THEMUSIC

Another key feature of this versatile Axxess Forté
amplifier is its headphone section. It is designed as a
non-switching Class A amplifier to provide excellent
linearity, high gain, and low signal distortion. This
allows the listener to explore an undisturbed, authentic
musical universe through the headphones.

B RahE
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ANSUZ TESLACOIL-A
CORNERSTONE OF AUDIO
GROUP DENMARK

The Ansuz Tesla coil technologies are emblematic of
Audio Group Denmark products from 2011 onward.
Therefore, it is only natural to implement these noise
cancellation technologies in the Axxess Forté to obtain
Audio Group Denmark’s signature performance and qual-
ity standards. The implementation of Ansuz Tesla coil
technologies in the Axxess Forté makes it a high-quality
amplifier series in terms of technology and performance.

DANISHDESIGN - UNIVERSAL
PERFORMANCE

Handcrafted in Denmark, the aesthetics of the Axxess
Forté models distinguish them as symbols of contem-
porary Danish hi-fi design. They embody minimalist
form and versatile functionality, both firmly rooted in
Audio Group Denmark’s innovative audio approach.

In 2020, Aavik designed a sophisticated amplifier
cabinet made of a natural-based composite material.
This material design reduces mechanical influence,
especially hysteresis, resulting in a significant audible
improvement. The Axxess Forté series is constructed
with the same natural-based composite material on the
top and bottom, manifesting Audio Group Denmark’s
commitment to creating aesthetic designs that enhance
musical performance.
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INSTALLATION

For a basic setup of your Forté, connect power, speak-
ers and network, to use the built-in streamer. Using a
cabled network connection is recommended, but if that
is not possible, you can connect a WiFi dongle to the
Forté. Ask your dealer for advice.

To control the streamer, you will need a phone, tablet
or computer on the same network.

A list of suggested possible apps is listed below:
iPad: Audio Group Denmark
iPhone: mconnect Control
Android: mconnect Control

For control from a PC/Mac,
Tidal Desktop or Spotify are possible options.

Download our official streaming app for iPad
"Audio Group Denmark" on the app store

#_  Available on the

S App Store .







FUNCTIONS

BUTTONS ON THE FRONT OF THE AMPLIFIER
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FRONT PANEL FUNCTIONS

DISPLAY

During normal operation the top line of the display
shows the selected source, and the bottom line shows
the volume setting. When a digital input is selected,
the format received is also displayed (PCM, MQA or
DSD). The display changes to metadata, when the built-
in streamer is playing.

It is possible to change the source with the rotating
knob and/or the up/down buttons when in input
selection mode. When changing settings (see “MENU
FUNCTIONS” page 12), the display will show the setting
being changed.

STANDBY

Press the standby button to place the amplifier in
standby mode, or to switch on the amplifier from
standby mode. When the amplifier is in standby mode,
the only light showing on the amplifier will be a dim
LED light in the lower left corner. When you switch on
the amplifier, the outputs will be muted, and a line will
illuminate at the bottom of the displays, starting in the
lower left corner.

When using trigger cables between the amplifier and
other units, these units will be switched on and off
together with the amplifier.

In input selection mode, or when in the menu, the
standby button is used as arrow up.

MUTE
When you press the mute button briefly, it will mute
the speaker outputs of the amplifier. The display will
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show "Mute” instead of the volume setting. If the
streamer is playing, a mute symbol will be displayed in
front of the top line text. When listening on head-
phones, you can change the volume setting without
switching off muting. The volume will return to the
previous “speaker” level, when you switch off muting.

In input selection mode, or when in the menu, the
mute button is used as arrow down.

INPUT SELECT/

MENU BUTTON

The input select button lets you select the desired
source. Pressing the button briefly will activate input
selection. The display will flash, while still showing

the selected input. Turning the volume control knob,
either clockwise or counter-clockwise, or pressing the
up/down buttons lets you select the desired source.
Press the input select button again to deactivate input
selection mode.

The button is also used for accessing the menu. See
"MENU FUNCTIONS” page 12.

HEADPHONE JACK

This connector allows connection of 32-600 ohm head-
phones using a standard TRS 1/4” jack. You can use the
mute function to mute the speakers, while listening on
headphones.

VOLUME CONTROL
(ROTATING KNOB)

Use the rotating knob to change the volume, source or
other settings.

FACTORY RESET

You can reset all settings back to factory defaults. To
do this, proceed as follows:

1. Switch off the amplifier at the main power switch.

2. Wait 30 seconds.

3. Press and hold the three front panel buttons.

4. Switch on the main power using, while still hold-
ing the front panel buttons.

5. All LED indicators on the front panel will switch
on, and stay on.

6. After approx. 8 seconds the LED indicators will
switch off again.

1. Release the front panel buttons, and switch off
the amplifier using the main power switch.
/



REAR PANEL FUNCTIONS

H SPEAKER TERMINALS
The amplifier accepts speaker cables terminated with
spade connectors and 4 mm banana plugs.

To connect speaker wires terminated with spades,
loosen the isolation knob and insert the spade between
the isolator and terminal. Tighten the isolation knob to
secure the spade.

To connect speaker wires terminated with banana
plugs, insert the banana plug into the centre hole of
the terminal.

PRE OUT

The amplifier is equipped with a set of pre out (pre-
amplifier output) connections. They can be used for
an active sub-woofer, a separate power amplifier or a
headphone amplifier.

LINE INPUT
The amplifier is equipped with a single-ended, RCA
line input.

TOSLINKOPTICAL INPUT

The DAC comes equipped with an optical S/P-DIF
TOSLINK input. It supports PCM (32-192kHz, 16-24 bit)
and MQA.

BNC DIGITAL INPUT

The DAC comes equipped with an electrical S/P-DIF
digital inputs. It supports PCM (32-192kHz, 16-24 bit)
and MQA.

10

USBBINPUT

The DAC comes equipped with one UAC 2, asynchro-
nous USB input. It supports 32-384kHz, 16-32 bit PCM,
MQA and DSD64/DSD128 using DoP encoding.

NETWORK
The streamer is equipped with an Ethernet 100BASE-TX
network interface.

Connect to a 100Mb or faster network for best
performance. A 10Mb network will not support high-res
streaming.

USBA

The streamer is equipped with two USB A 2.0 sockets.
They can be used for a WiFi dongle and a USB flash
drive.

B TRIGGEROUTPUT

The amplifier is equipped with one DC trigger output.
This can be used to power-on power amps, sub-woof-
ers and other equipment together with the amplifier.
When the amplifier is switched on (not in standby
mode), the trigger output will supply 12VDC at up to
50mA.

RS-232, SOFTWARE
UPDATE

The streamer RS-232 terminal is used mainly for soft-
ware updates. You can check for software updates on
the Audio Group Denmark homepage.

E POWER ON/OFF SWITCH
Toggle the switch to switch between fully off and
standby mode. When the amplifier is in standby mode,
the power consumption is less than 1W. When the
amplifier is on and idling, the power consumption is
less than 30W.

POWERINLET (CAUTIOND
The amplifier accepts mains voltages from 100 to

240VAC 50-60Hz.

The power inlet accepts power cables with an IEC
60320-C13 female connector.

To ensure the best performance, please consult your
dealer for a suitable mains cable.
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REMOTE

i, Use this button to show information about the
amplifier, or the currently playing stream.

B MENU, Use this button to enter the menu, or switch
back to normal operation. Use the ARROW RIGHT and
LEFT buttons to cycle through the menu, and the
ARROW UP and ARROW DOWN buttons to change a
setting. See “MENU FUNCTIONS” for details.

A, Used to select the amplifier mode of the remote
control. This button activates your Forté.

S, Used to select the streamer mode of the remote
control. This is not used on your Forté. Use the A
button to get back to normal remote operation.

ARROW UP/ARROW DOWN, Press this button to
increase/decrease the volume setting.

ARROW RIGHT/LEFT, Press this button, to move to
the next/previous input.
The arrow buttons are also used for menu navigation.

STANDBY, Press this button to place the amplifier
in standby mode, or to switch the amplifier on from
standby mode.

R, Used to select the RIAA mode of the remote con-

trol. This is not used on your Forté. Use the A button
to get back to normal remote operation.

FORTE / USER GUIDE

D, Used to select the DAC mode of the remote con-
trol. This is not used on your Forté. Use the A button
to get back to normal remote operation.

VOLUME DOWN, Press this button to decrease the
volume setting.

MUTE Press the button to mute the outputs of the
amplifier, the display will show "Mute”. Pressing the
button again will reactivate the outputs of the amplifier.

VOLUME UP, Press this button to increase the
volume setting.

INV, Used to invert the phase when playing back
digital audio (streamer or DAC). An 7" will be added to
the source display, when the DAC is in inverting mode.

* The S, R, and D buttons are not fuctional on
this system. To control your Forté, press the A
button H.

— INSTALLING/REPLACING BATTERIES —

Press the button at the top of the back plate,

and slide the cover down to reveal the battery
compartment. Install two AAA batteries as
indicated in the drawing. Slide the cover back, and
press the button again to allow closing the remote
completely.

Remove the batteries if you are not going to use
the remote for an extended period of time.

0 e

EHHH&E
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IMENU FUNCTIONS

Note: Settings are stored when your Axxess device is
switched to standby. So remember to switch your device
to standby, before removing power, if you have changed
settings.

Using the front panel or remote control, you can
change many settings of the amplifier.

Using the remote, press the “Menu” button Bl to enter
or exit the menu.

Using the front panel, press and hold the INPUT
SELECT/MENU BUTTON M button for 3 seconds.

SETTINGS

When entering the menu, either information on the
currently playing stream will be shown, or the display
brightness setting.

Using the remote, cycle through the options using the
ARROW LEFT and ARROW RIGHT I buttons.

Using the front panel, press the INPUT SELECT/MENU
BUTTON KAl button to cycle through the options.

Use the ARROW UP and ARROW DOWN Ml buttons of
the remote, the up and down front panel buttons (B/
H) or the rotary knob B to change the settings.

Once in the menu, using the remote, you can cycle
through all options in the order shown in the diagram
below.

Using the front panel, the amplifier will return to normal
operation once cycled through all the options.

DISPLAY SHOWS

DISPLAY BRIGHTNESS

You can change the display brightness in four steps: 10, 40, 70 and 100%.

DISPLAY DIM

Using this setting, you can set the display to switch off automatically after 1-5 seconds. The standard setting is "dim off”. When the

display is off, a single dim LED will be lit in the lower right corner.

BALANCE

Using this function, you can change the left/right balance in 6 1dB steps.

TEMPERATURE

This menu option shows the current operating temperature of the power amp.

HOME THEATRE BYPASS

Using the home theatre bypass function, you can setup the line input to use a fixed volume setting. Choose the desired level, or

"Disabled” to use the line input as a regular input.

12
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IMENU FUNCTIONS

SETTINGS DISPLAY SHOWS

GAPLESS PLAYBACK
With gapless playback off, the streamer will insert small breaks between tracks.

NETWORK STATUS
This will show if either LAN (wired Ethernet) or WiFi (wireless network) is connected. If both is available, the wired connection is
selected.

STREAM FIRMWARE
Firmware version currently installed. This can be updated over the network.

SOFTWARE VERSION
This can be updated through the RS-232 port.

WIFI SIGNAL LEVEL
This displays the signal level between 0 and 100%. If your streamer does not have an active WiFi connection, "0%” will be shown.

FIRMWARE UPDATE

Press the ARROW UP button to check, if a firmware update is available. If it is, you can install it by pressing the ARROW DOWN
button. The update takes a few minutes - progress is shown on the display. If will stay at "0%" while the update is downloaded. DO
NOT switch off the power while the streamer is updating.

SCAN WIFI NETWORK

If you want to connect to a WiFi network, and have a supported WiFi dongle installed in the top USB A socket, you can scan for
available networks.

ﬁess the ARROW UP Il button to scan. After the scan, you can browse through networks using the ARROW UP and ARROW DOWN
4 buttons.

Connecting to a WiFi network, can only be done using the remote - not through the front panel.

Select the network using the centre button (STANDBY) of the remote I

To enter the password of the network, browse through letters and numbers using the ARROW UP and ARROW DOWN buttons .
To move to the next character, press the ARROW RIGHT button H.

When you have selected the final character, do not press the ARROW RIGHT button, but press the centre button (STANDBY) B of
the remote to enter the password. If the connection fails, you can enter the password again.

FORTE / USER GUIDE 13
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SPECIFICATIONS

Forté 1 Forté 2 Forté 3

LINEINPUT Maximum input 4.5V RMS Maximum input 4.5V RMS Maximum input 4.5V RMS
Input impedance 10kohm Input impedance 10kohm Input impedance 10kohm

DIGITAL INPUTS BNC S/P-DIF: PCM 24-bit 44-192kHz and MQA BNC S/P-DIF: PCM 24-bit 44-192kHz and MQA BNC S/P-DIF: PCM 24-bit 44-192kHz and MQA
TOSLINK optical: PCM 24-bit 44-192kHz and MQA TOSLINK optical: PCM 24-bit 44-192kHz and MQA TOSLINK optical: PCM 24-bit 44-192kHz and MQA
USB UAC 2: PCM 32-bit 44-384kHz, MQA, DSD64, USB UAC 2: PCM 32-bit 44-384kHz, MQA, DSD64, USB UAC 2: PCM 32-bit 44-384kHz, MQA, DSD64,
DSD128 DSD128 DSD128

PREAMP OUTPUT | 1 pair of RCA outputs 1 pair of RCA outputs 1 pair of RCA outputs

MAX OUTPUT 7,5Vrms 7,5Vrms 7,5Vrms

DISTORTION, <0,005% (THD at 1kHz, 1V input) <0,005% (THD at 1kHz, 1V input) <0,005% (THD at 1kHz, 1V input)

LINE STAGE

OUTPUT 50 ohms 50 ohms 50 ohms

IMPEDANCE

VOLUME 76 1dB steps 76 1dB steps 76 1dB steps

CONTROL

SPEAKER 2 x 100W 8 ohm 2 x 100W 8 ohm 2 x 100W 8 ohm

OUTPUT

DISTORTION <0,003% (1W, 1kHz, 8 ohm) <0,003% (1W, 1kHz, 8 ohm) <0,003% (1W, 1kHz, 8 ohm)

(THD+N)

IMD <0,006% (10W, 8 ohm) <0,006% (10W, 8 ohm) <0,006% (10W, 8 ohm)

TIM <0,003% (10W, 8 ohm) <0,003% (10W, 8 ohm) <0,003% (10W, 8 ohm)

STREAMING UPnP AV 1.0 UPnP AV 1.0 UPnP AV 1.0
DLNA 1.5 DLNA 1.5 DLNA 1.5
Spotify Connect Spotify Connect Spotify Connect
Tidal Connect Tidal Connect Tidal Connect
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Forté 1 Forté 2 Forté 3
AAVIK NOISE Active Tesla Coils: 36 Active Tesla Coils: 72 Active Tesla Coils: 108
REDUCTION

Active Square Tesla Coils: 72 Active Square Tesla Coils: 144 Active Square Tesla Coils: 216

Dither circuitry: 3 Dither circuitry: 6 Dither circuitry: 9

Anti Areal Resonance Coils: 0 Anti Areal Resonance Coils: 4 Anti Areal Resonance Coils: 4
POWER Standby: <iW Standby: <iIW Standby: <IW
CONSUMPTION

Idle: <30W Idle: <30W Idle: <30W
DIMENSIONS 370 x 420 x 110mm / 14,6 x 16,5 x 4,5 inch. 370 x 420 x 110mm / 14,6 x 16,5 x 4,5 inch. 370 x 420 x 110mm / 14,6 x 16,5 x 4,5 inch.
WEIGHT 79kg / 17,4lbs 8,1kg / 17,91bs 9,0kg / 19,8lbs
HEADPHONE & 4 5
N Forté 1 Forté 2 Forté 3
HEADPHONE 1/4” jack 1/4” jack 1/4” jack
CONNECTOR 4 ac /4" jac /4" jacl
LOAD 32-600 Ohm 32-600 Ohm 32-600 Ohm
IMPEDANCE
MAX.OUTPUT 120mW, 6000hm 120mW, 6000hm 120mW, 600ohm
POWER

240mW, 320hm 240mW, 320hm 240mW, 320hm
THD 6000hm: THD: <0.01% at 120mW 6000hm: THD: <0.01% at 120mW 6000hm: THD: <0.01% at 120mW

320hm: THD: <0.005% at 240mW

32ohm: THD: <0.005% at 240mW

32ohm: THD: <0.005% at 240mW
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